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the flag of our old Republic at the same 
level as that of our Union. Our legisla-
ture mandated that it fly in a subordi-
nate position, in a manner followed by 
all other States. 

Although independence remains the 
signal day in Texas history, Texans 
look upon their statehood with pride, 
as a means of conferring blessings upon 
the people of all the States. When Old 
Glory was raised for the first time in 
Austin, TX, Anson Jones, the last 
President of the Republic of Texas, 
stated with eloquence: 

The lone star of Texas, which ten years 
since arose amid cloud, over fields of car-
nage, and obscurely shone for a while, and 
following an inscrutable destiny, has passed 
on and become fixed forever in that glorious 
constellation which all . . . lovers of freedom 
in the world must . . . adore—the American 
Union. Blending its rays with its sister stars, 
long may it continue to shine, and may a 
gracious heaven smile upon this consumma-
tion with the wishes of the two republics, 
now joined together in one. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be considered and agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
and that any statement relating to the 
resolution appear at the appropriate 
place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

So the concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 40) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, is as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 40 

Whereas 1995 marks 150 years since the 
United States of America admitted Texas as 
the 28th State in the Union; 

Whereas the sesquicentennial of Texas 
statehood is a truly momentous occasion 
that allows all Texans to reflect on their 
State’s proud heritage and bright future; 

Whereas acting on the advice of President 
John Tyler, the United States Congress 
adopted a joint resolution on February 28, 
1845, inviting the Republic of Texas to enter 
the Union as a State with full retention of 
its public lands; today, a century and a half 
later, Texas enjoys the distinction of being 
the only State admitted with such extensive 
rights; 

Whereas the citizens of the Republic of 
Texas were deeply committed to the goals 
and ideals embodied in the United States 
Constitution, and, on June 16, 1845, the Con-
gress of the Republic of Texas was convened 
by President Anson Jones to consider the 
proposal of statehood; 

Whereas Texas took advantage of the offer, 
choosing to unite with a large and pros-
perous Nation that could more effectively 
defend the borders of Texas and expand its 
flourishing trade with European countries; 
by October 1845, the Congress of the Republic 
of Texas had approved a State constitution, 
charting a bold new destiny for the Lone 
Star State; 

Whereas the proposed State constitution 
was sent to Washington, D.C., and on Decem-
ber 29, 1845, the United States of America 
formally welcomed Texas as a new State; the 
transfer of governmental authority, how-
ever, was not complete until February 19, 
1846, when Anson Jones lowered the flag that 

had flown above the Capitol for nearly 10 
years and stepped down from his position as 
president of the Republic of Texas; and 

Whereas with the poignant retirement of 
the flag of the Republic, Texas emerged as a 
blazing Lone Star in America’s firmament, 
taking its place as the 28th State admitted 
into the Union: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) commemorate the sesquicentennial of 
Texas statehood; and 

(2) encourage all Texans to observe such 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties on this historic occasion. The Secretary 
of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Texas Congressional Dele-
gation, to the Governor of Texas, to the Na-
tional Archives, and to the Texas Archives. 

f 

VA HEALTH CARE DELIVERY ACT 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask that 
the Chair lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House of Representatives 
on H.R. 2353, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend certain 
expiring authorities of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs relating to delivery 
of health and medical care, and for 
other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House agree to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2353) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend certain expir-
ing authorities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs relating to delivery of health 
and medical care, and for other purposes’’, 
with the following amendments: 

In lieu of the matter inserted by said 
amendment, insert: 

TITLE I—EXTENSIONS OF AUTHORITY 
SEC. 101. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES UNDER 

TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE PRIORITY HEALTH 

CARE FOR CERTAIN VETERANS EXPOSED TO 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES.—(1) Section 1710(e)(3) of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing out ‘‘after June 30, 1995,’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof ‘‘after December 31, 1996’’. 

(2) Section 1712(a)(1)(D) of such title is 
amended by striking out ‘‘December 31, 1995,’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 
1996,’’. 

(b) DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE AND DEPEND-
ENCE.—Section 1720A(e) of such title is amended 
by striking out ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ and insert-
ing in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1997’’. 

(c) PILOT PROGRAM FOR NONINSTITUTIONAL 
ALTERNATIVES TO NURSING HOME CARE.—Sec-
tion 1720C(a) of such title is amended by strik-
ing out ‘‘September 30, 1995,’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1997,’’. 

(d) NEGOTIATED INTEREST RATES.—Section 
3703(c)(4) of such title is amended by striking 
out subparagraph (D). 

(e) MORTGAGES FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT IM-
PROVEMENTS.—Section 3710(d) of such title is 
amended by striking out paragraph (7). 

(f) ENHANCED LOAN ASSET SALE AUTHORITY.— 
Section 3720(h)(2) of such title is amended by 
striking out ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1996’’. 

(g) AUTHORITY OF LENDERS OF AUTOMATI-
CALLY GUARANTEED LOANS TO REVIEW APPRAIS-
ALS.—Section 3731(f) of such title is amended by 
striking out paragraph (3). 

(h) AGREEMENTS FOR HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
FOR HOMELESS VETERANS.—Section 3735(c) of 
such title is amended by striking out ‘‘December 
31, 1995’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 1997’’. 

(i) USE OF DATA ON COMPENSATION FOR CER-
TIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETISTS.—Sec-
tion 7451(d)(3)(C)(iii) of such title is amended by 
striking out ‘‘April 1, 1995’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘January 1, 1998’’. 

(j) HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM.—Section 7618 of such title is amended by 
striking out ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1997’’. 

(k) ENHANCED-USE LEASES OF REAL PROP-
ERTY.—Section 8169 of such title is amended by 
striking out ‘‘December 31, 1995’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1997’’. 
SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES UNDER 

OTHER PROVISIONS OF LAW. 
(a) AUTHORITY FOR COMMUNITY-BASED RESI-

DENTIAL CARE FOR HOMELESS CHRONICALLY 
MENTALLY ILL VETERANS AND OTHER VET-
ERANS.—Section 115(d) of the Veterans’ Benefits 
and Services Act of 1988 (38 U.S.C. 1712 note) is 
amended by striking out ‘‘September 30, 1995’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 
1997’’. 

(b) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM OF COM-
PENSATED WORK THERAPY.—Section 7(a) of Pub-
lic Law 102–54 (38 U.S.C. 1718 note) is amended 
by striking out ‘‘fiscal years 1991 through 1995’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘the period begin-
ning on October 1, 1991, and ending on Decem-
ber 31, 1997,’’. 

(c) SERVICES AND ASSISTANCE TO HOMELESS 
VETERANS.—The Homeless Veterans Comprehen-
sive Service Programs Act of 1992 (Public Law 
102–590; 38 U.S.C. 7721 note) is amended— 

(1) in section 2, by striking out ‘‘September 30, 
1995,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘September 
30, 1997,’’; 

(2) in section 3(a)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Subject to’’; 
(B) by striking out ‘‘fiscal years 1993, 1994, 

and 1995,’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2) The authority of the Secretary to make 

grants under this section expires on September 
30, 1997.’’; and 

(3) in section 12, by striking out ‘‘each of the 
fiscal years 1993, 1994, and 1995’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof ‘‘each of fiscal years 1993 
through 1997’’. 

(d) HOMELESS VETERANS’ REINTEGRATION 
PROJECTS.—(1) Section 738(e)(1) of the Stewart 
B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 11448(e)(1)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(D) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 1996.’’. 
(2) Section 741 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 11450) is 

amended by striking out ‘‘October 1, 1995’’ and 
inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘December 31, 1997’’. 
SEC. 103. RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS TAKEN DUR-

ING PERIOD OF EXPIRED AUTHOR-
ITY. 

Any action taken by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs before the date of the enactment of this 
Act under a provision of law amended by this 
title that was taken during the period beginning 
on the date on which the authority of the Sec-
retary under that provision of law expired and 
ending on the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall be considered to have the same force and 
effect as if the amendment to that provision of 
law made by this title had been in effect at the 
time of that action. 

TITLE II—OTHER PROVISIONS 
SEC. 201. CODIFICATION OF HOUSING REPORT-

ING REQUIREMENTS AND CHANGES 
IN THEIR FREQUENCY. 

(a) CODIFICATION OF HOUSING RELATED RE-
PORTING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) Chapter 37 of title 
38, United States Code, is amended by adding 
after section 3735 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 3736. Reporting requirements 

‘‘The annual report required by section 529 of 
this title shall include a discussion of the activi-
ties under this chapter. Beginning with the re-
port submitted at the close of fiscal year 1996, 
and every second year thereafter, this discus-
sion shall include information regarding the fol-
lowing: 
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‘‘(1) Loans made to veterans whose only 

qualifying service was in the Selected Reserve. 
‘‘(2) Interest rates and discount points which 

were negotiated between the lender and the vet-
eran pursuant to section 3703(c)(4)(A)(i) of this 
title. 

‘‘(3) The determination of reasonable value by 
lenders pursuant to section 3731(f) of this title. 

‘‘(4) Loans that include funds for energy effi-
ciency improvements pursuant to section 
3710(a)(10) of this title. 

‘‘(5) Direct loans to Native American veterans 
made pursuant to subchapter V of this chap-
ter.’’. 

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of 
such chapter is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 3735 the following new 
item: 
‘‘3736. Reporting requirements.’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Veterans Home Loan Pro-
gram Amendments of 1992 (Public Law 102–547; 
106 Stat. 3633) is amended by striking out sec-
tions 2(c), 3(b), 8(d), 9(c), and 10(b). 
SEC. 202. OTHER REPORT REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) REPORT ON CONSOLIDATION OF CERTAIN 
PROGRAMS.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to Congress, not later than March 
1, 1997, a report on the advantages and dis-
advantages of consolidating into one program 
the following three programs: 

(1) The alcohol and drug abuse contract care 
program under section 1720A of title 38, United 
States Code. 

(2) The program to provide community-based 
residential care to homeless chronically men-
tally ill veterans under section 115 of the Vet-
erans’ Benefits and Services Act of 1988 (38 
U.S.C. 1712 note). 

(3) The demonstration program under section 
7 of Public Law 102–54 (38 U.S.C. 1718 note). 

(b) HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM.—(1) The Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress, not later than March 31, 1997, a report 
setting forth the results of a study evaluating 
the operation of the health professional scholar-
ship program under subchapter II of chapter 76 
of title 38, United States Code. The study shall 
evaluate the efficacy of the program with re-
spect to recruitment and retention of health care 
personnel for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and shall compare the costs and benefits of 
the program with the costs and benefits of alter-
native methods of ensuring adequate recruit-
ment and retention of such personnel. 

(2) The Secretary shall carry out the study 
under this paragraph through a private con-
tractor. The report under paragraph (1) shall 
include the report of the contractor and the 
comments, if any, of the Secretary on that re-
port. 

(c) ENHANCED USE LEASES.—The Secretary 
shall submit to Congress, not later than March 
31, 1997, a report evaluating the operation of the 
program under subchapter V of chapter 81 of 
title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 203. CONTRACTS FOR UTILITIES, AUDIE L. 

MURPHY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT.—Subject to sub-

section (b), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may enter into contracts for the provision of 
utilities (including steam and chilled water) to 
the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Hospital in San 
Antonio, Texas. Each such contract may— 

(1) be for a period not to exceed 35 years; 
(2) provide for the construction and operation 

of a production facility on or near property 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary; 

(3) require capital contributions by the parties 
involved for the construction of such a facility, 
such contribution to be in the form of cash, 
equipment, or other in-kind contribution; and 

(4) provide for a predetermined formula to 
compute the cost of providing such utilities to 
the parties for the duration of the contract. 

(b) FUNDS.—A contract may be entered into 
under subsection (a) only to the extent as pro-
vided for in advance in appropriations Acts. 

(c) ADDITIONAL TERMS.—The Secretary may 
include in a contract under subsection (a) such 
additional provisions as the Secretary considers 
necessary to secure the provision of utilities and 
to protect the interests of the United States. 

In lieu of the Senate amendment to the 
title of the bill, amend the title so as to 
read: ‘‘An Act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out 
certain programs and activities, to require 
certain reports from the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.’’. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to rise to comment briefly 
today, as chairman of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, on an important and, 
I think, noncontroversial piece of legis-
lation to extend the effective dates of 
certain legal authorities under which 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
[VA] operates. 

The extension of each, and all, of 
legal authorities which are before the 
Senate today has previously been ap-
proved by the Senate. Specifically, this 
body approved the extension of each of 
these provisions on January 5, 1996, 
when it approved S.991, as amended. 
The Senate then substituted the text of 
S. 991, as so approved, into H.R. 2353, 
and sent that legislation back to the 
other body. We anticipated at that 
time that the House would approve 
these noncontroversial provisions— 
and, indeed, the House has approved 
them. The House, however, has made 
certain additional amendments to the 
Senate-passed bill which necessitate 
further consideration of the bill by this 
body. 

To summarize, this is what the House 
has done to change the Senate-ap-
proved bill: first, it made permanent 
certain authorities pertaining to VA’s 
home loan program that the Senate 
would have extended, on an interim 
basis, for 2 years only; second, it ex-
tended the maximum allowable time-
frame for which VA may enter into a 
particular lease transaction in order to 
facilitate the construction of a power 
plant on the grounds of the VA Medical 
Center in San Antonio, TX; and, third, 
with respect to certain programs being 
extended by the Senate-approved bill, 
the House amendments would either 
modify existing reporting requirements 
or, in three instances, impose new re-
porting requirements on VA, in order 
that the Congress might be in a better 
position in the future to decide wheth-
er to extend these provisions again. 

Mr. President, these amendments are 
not objectionable. I will only comment 
at more length on one of them: the 
House amendment to make permanent 
VA’s authority to guarantee home 
mortgage loans with interest rates set 
by the marketplace—instead of by VA 
officials. I heartily support this amend-
ment. 

Three years ago, the Congress en-
acted legislation to authorize VA, for 
the first time, to guarantee home 
mortgage loans having interest rates 
set by the marketplace. Before 1992, 
the maximum allowable interest rate 
that a veteran could be charged on a 

VA-guaranteed home loan was set by 
the VA. As I explained in my floor 
statement on January 5, 1996, this at-
tempt to ‘‘protect’’ veterans caused 
market disruptions and did not result 
in any real benefit to veteran home 
purchasers. In cases where the VA-set 
‘‘ceiling’’ rate was set too low, home 
sellers typically upped the price of the 
house to be sold or, worse, they refused 
to deal with veteran-purchasers. 

When the Senate approved an exten-
sion in VA’s authority to guarantee 
loans with market-set interest rates on 
January 5, I said that the Committee 
would be holding hearings on this issue 
with an eye toward making this legal 
authority permanent. The committee’s 
membership, and our colleagues in the 
other body, however, are willing to 
make this authority permanent now. I 
certainly have no objection to pro-
ceeding now to ‘‘let’’ the market-
place—rather than VA bureaucrats— 
set mortgage interest rates; I never 
thought it made sense in the first place 
to put a ‘‘sunset’’ date in the provision 
which allows reliance on the market-
place. Therefore, I support the House 
amendment, and I am pleased to be 
able to make permanent the home loan 
authorities enacted in 1992. 

The other House modifications re-
quire less explanation. One would ex-
tend the maximum term for which a 
VA Medical Center, in San Antonio, 
TX, could lease its land in order to fa-
cilitate the construction by the local 
utility of a power plant on VA grounds 
from which VA could buy inexpensive 
power. This transaction—at least at 
this particular medical center—clearly 
appears to make sense. The other 
amendments would ease VA reporting 
burdens—a concept that I certainly 
support—and, in three instances, add 
new reporting requirements. While I 
am less than enthusiastic about 
layering yet more statutory reporting 
requirements on VA, perhaps these re-
ports will be useful. In any case, I do 
not intend to delay this overdue legis-
lation further by objecting to these re-
porting requirements. 

Otherwise, Mr. President, the bill 
contains no significant modification 
relative to the bill already approved by 
the Senate. As explained in greater 
length in my floor statement of Janu-
ary 5, 1996, the bill will extend VA au-
thority to grant to so-called ‘‘environ-
mental veterans’’—those who were ex-
posed to ionizing radiation during serv-
ice; those who served in the Republic of 
Vietnam and who are, therefore, ‘‘pre-
sumed’’ to have been exposed to dioxin; 
and those who served in the Persian 
Gulf War and who may have possibly 
been exposed to some presently un-
known toxic substances or other envi-
ronmental hazards—to priority access 
to VA hospital care services. That au-
thority will be extended through this 
year, during which the committee in-
tends to examine closely an entire 
range of issues associated with VA’s 
standards for eligibility for health care 
services. 
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It would also extend VA’s legal au-

thority to contract for drug and alco-
hol abuse treatment services. It would 
extend a number of legal authorities 
under which VA either itself provides, 
or contracts for others to provide, 
health care and other services to home-
less veterans. It would extend VA’s 
current pilot program on noninstitu-
tional alternatives to nursing home 
care. It would also extend: VA’s Health 
Professional Scholarship Program; 
VA’s authority to use local pay surveys 
to determine the appropriate level of 
locality pay for VA nurse anesthetists; 
and VA’s authority to enter into cer-
tain property leasing transactions. It 
would extend—and make permanent— 
previously enacted home loan authori-
ties including: VA’s authority to guar-
antee home loans having market-set 
interest rates; VA’s authority to guar-
antee ‘‘energy efficient’’ mortgages; 
and VA’s authority to allow lenders ac-
cess to appraisals on the properties 
they finance. Finally, it would extend 
VA’s ‘‘enhanced loan asset sale author-
ity,’’ an authority which facilitates the 
marketing of instruments by which 
sales of foreclosed VA-owned properties 
are financed. 

As I have noted, Mr. President, these 
provisions have previously been ap-
proved by the Senate, and there was no 
previous controversy with respect to 
any of them. The changes made by the 
other body are not objectionable to me. 
Nor have any other members of the 
Veterans’ Affairs, Committee raised 
objection. Accordingly, I urge my col-
leagues to approve these measures, as 
amended by the other body, in order 
that we might put into place now-ex-
pired VA legal conditions without fur-
ther delay. 

Mr. President, I appreciate the time 
that has been afforded me and I yield 
back the remainder of my time. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
as the ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I urge 
the Senate to give its unanimous sup-
port to the pending measure, H.R. 2353. 
This legislation is the final com-
promise on legislation reported by the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on 
September 20, 1995, and originally 
passed by the Senate on January 5, 
1996. The debate on the original Senate 
passage begins on page S102 of the 
RECORD for January 5. The House 
passed this compromise on January 25, 
1996. 

This legislation would extend a vari-
ety of veterans programs and authori-
ties that have expired. The proposed 
extensions are relatively short-term 
ones—1 or 2 years—to ensure that the 
program or authority remains in place 
while the committee takes the oppor-
tunity to review the various issues in 
more detail. 

Mr. President, I regret the delay in 
the final action on this legislation— 
first in the Senate, and now at final 
passage, when the House, rather than 
passing the bill as passed by the Sen-
ate, returned it to us after a delay so 

that certain very minor provisions— 
which I will describe in a moment— 
could be added to this measure. This is 
a simple extender bill, and it should 
have been passed months ago. We 
should not be in the situation of allow-
ing Government benefits and programs 
to expire. We must do better. 

Mr. President, there is no objection 
as far as I know to any of the provi-
sions in the bill as it comes before the 
Senate today. I urge its swift enact-
ment so that it can reach the President 
as soon as possible for his signature. 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 
Mr. President, the bill as amended by 

the House and now pending in the Sen-
ate contains 20 substantive provi-
sions—15 of which provide for the ex-
tension of programs and authorities— 
the vast majority of which are the 
same as the Senate-passed provisions— 
and five provisions added by the House, 
four of which require reports from VA 
and one relating to the furnishing of 
utilities at a VA medical center. 

I will first describe briefly the provi-
sions which extend programs and au-
thorities, noting any changes from the 
provisions as passed by the Senate on 
January 5. I will then briefly describe 
the provisions added by the House. 

The provisions which would provide 
for extensions of programs and authori-
ties would: 

First, extend until December 31, 1996, 
the special eligibility for VA inpatient 
care which is accorded to certain vet-
erans—those exposed to ionizing radi-
ation from nuclear weapons tests or 
the occupation of Japan following 
World War II; Vietnam veterans ex-
posed to herbicides during their serv-
ice; and Persian Gulf war veterans ex-
posed to environmental hazards during 
their service. Any care furnished to 
veterans exposed to radiation or herbi-
cides pursuant to this authority be-
tween its expiration on June 30, 1995, 
and the date of enactment of this 
measure, would be ratified. 

Second, extend until December 31, 
1996, the special eligibility for VA out-
patient care accorded to Persian Gulf 
war veterans. 

Third, extend until December 31, 1997, 
VA’s authority to contract for commu-
nity-based drug and alcohol care. 

Fourth, extend until December 31, 
1997, VA’s pilot program of noninstitu-
tional alternatives to nursing home 
care. 

Fifth, make permanent VA’s author-
ity to guarantee loans which bear an 
interest rate negotiated between the 
veteran and the lender. The Senate- 
passed bill would have extended this 
authority for 2 years. 

Sixth, make permanent VA’s author-
ity to guarantee loans that include 
costs related to making energy effi-
ciency improvements to the dwelling 
that is the object of the loan. The Sen-
ate-passed bill would have extended 
this authority for 2 years. 

Seventh, extend until December 31, 
1996, VA’s enhanced loan asset sale au-
thority pursuant to which VA guaran-

tees the timely payment of principal 
and interest to purchasers of real es-
tate mortgage investment conduits. 

Eighth, make permanent VA’s au-
thority to permit a lender who is au-
thorized to make loans which are auto-
matically guaranteed to review ap-
praisals. The Senate-passed bill would 
have extended this authority for 2 
years. 

Ninth, extend until December 31, 
1997, VA’s authority to enter into 
agreements with nonprofit organiza-
tions and State and local governments 
whereby such entities acquire real 
property, or the use of such property, 
from VA in order to furnish services to 
homeless veterans. 

Tenth, extend until December 31, 
1997, VA’s authority to use data on 
compensation paid to nurse anes-
thetists who work on a contract basis 
for non-VA entities in determining ap-
propriate locality pay for nurse anes-
thetists who work for VA. 

Eleventh, extend until December 31, 
1997, VA’s Health Professional Scholar-
ship Program. 

Twelfth, extend until December 31, 
1997, VA’s authority to enter into en-
hanced-use leases with non-VA enti-
ties. 

Thirteenth, extend until December 
31, 1997, VA’s program of community- 
based residential care for homeless 
chronically mentally ill veterans. 

Fourteenth, extend until December 
31, 1997, VA’s authority to carry out a 
demonstration program of com-
pensated work therapy and therapeutic 
transitional housing. 

Fifteenth, extend until September 30, 
1997, VA’s authority to make grants to 
entities for the purpose of furnishing 
services and assistance to homeless 
veterans. 

Sixteenth, extend until September 30, 
1997, the Department of Labor’s home-
less veterans’ reintegration projects 
and authorize appropriation of $10 mil-
lion for this program. 

Mr. President, as I noted, the House 
added five provisions to the bill as 
passed by the Senate. Four of these 
provision would relate to reports from 
VA—on housing programs; on the desir-
ability of consolidating certain com-
munity-based programs; on the efficacy 
of VA’s Health Professional Scholar-
ship Program; and on the operation of 
VA’s enhanced-use lease programs. The 
fifth provision authorizes VA to enter 
into contracts of up to 35 years’ dura-
tion for the provision of utilities at the 
San Antonio VA medical center. 

Without getting into the merits of 
any of these provisions—beyond won-
dering, in this time of budgetary con-
straints, about the costs associated 
with generating the various reports—I 
must express my inability to under-
stand why they were seen as so impor-
tant at this time as to necessitate de-
laying the extender provisions. 

CONCLUSION 

Mr. President, the principal point of 
this legislation is to extend a number 
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of important VA authorities and pro-
grams, and I urge all of my Senate col-
leagues to support it. As I noted at the 
outset, our consideration of this bill 
was delayed, first in the Senate be-
cause of unrelated concerns, and more 
recently, by the House, over the inclu-
sion of the report provisions. It is vital 
that we act as quickly as possible to 
reauthorize the various programs and 
authorities. 

Mr. President, I express my apprecia-
tion to the majority staff of the com-
mittee, particularly Bill Tuerk, for 
their work on this legislation. 

Mr. President, I urge the Senate to 
give its unanimous approval to this 
measure. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate concur 
with the amendments of the House to 
the Senate amendments, and that any 
statements relating to the bill appear 
at the appropriate place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to executive session to consider Execu-
tive Calendar nomination No. 454. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the nomination be confirmed; that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; that any statements relating to 
this nomination appear at the appro-
priate place in the RECORD; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate then return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

So the nomination was considered 
and confirmed, as follows: 

NAVY 

The following named officer for reappoint-
ment to the grade of Admiral in the U.S. 
Navy while assigned to a position of impor-
tance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 

To be admiral 

Adm. Joseph W. Prueher, 000–00–0000. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
return to legislative session. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we do have 
a unanimous-consent request that I 
think we have worked out with the 
leadership on both sides of the aisle 
with the regard to the agriculture leg-
islation. We are prepared momentarily 
to enter that unanimous-consent re-
quest and to conclude for the day. 
Right now, we want to put in a quorum 
call until the other leader is able to get 
to the floor. So I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 1541 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I have a 
unanimous-consent agreement now 
that has been reviewed and agreed to 
by the distinguished minority leader. I 
will proceed with their concurrence. 

I ask unanimous consent that it be in 
order for the majority leader, or his 
designee, during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, January 31, to turn 
to the consideration of calendar No. 
330, S. 1541, the farm bill, and once a 
cloture motion has been filed on the 
bill on Wednesday, that the cloture 
vote occur on Thursday, February 1, 
notwithstanding the provisions of rule 
XXII, at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, after consultation 
with the Democratic leader, and that 
the mandatory quorum under rule XXII 
be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. I further ask unanimous 
consent that, during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, it be 
in order for Senator DORGAN to offer an 
amendment to S. 1541, and once that 
amendment has been offered and a clo-
ture motion has been filed, the cloture 
vote also occur on Thursday, February 
1, at a time to be determined by the 
majority leader, after consultation 
with the Democratic leader, notwith-
standing rule XXII, and that the man-
datory quorum under rule XXII be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. I further ask that if Sen-
ator LEAHY or designee offers an 
amendment following the offering of 
the Dorgan amendment to S. 1541 and 
cloture is filed on that amendment, the 
same terms as provided above apply, 
with that cloture vote occurring in se-
quence following the cloture vote on S. 
1541. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Finally, I ask unanimous 
consent that during the pendency of S. 
1541, the farm bill, it be in order for the 
majority leader, after concurrence with 
the Democratic leader, to modify the 
text of S. 1541. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 31, 1996 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
in adjournment until the hour of 11 
a.m., Wednesday, January 31; further, 
that immediately following the prayer, 
the Journal of the proceedings be 
deemed approved to date, no resolu-
tions come over under the rule, the call 

of the calendar be dispensed with, the 
morning hour be deemed to have ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and that there then be a period for 
morning business until the hour of 1 
p.m., with the time equally divided be-
tween the two parties, and the time 
consumed in quorum calls during the 
morning business period be equally di-
vided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I further 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate adjourns on Wednesday, it 
stand in adjournment until 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, February 1, that fol-
lowing the prayer, the Journal of the 
proceedings be deemed approved to 
date, no resolutions come over under 
the rule, the call of the calendar be dis-
pensed with, the morning hour be 
deemed to have expired, and the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and the Senate 
immediately then proceed to the con-
sideration of S. 1541, the farm bill, 
until the hour of 11:25 a.m., with the 
debate time equally divided between 
the two managers, and further that the 
Senate stand in recess until 12:45 p.m. 
for the joint meeting; further, that at 
12:45 p.m., the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the farm bill, with the 
time between 12:45 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
equally divided between the two man-
agers. I further ask unanimous consent 
that pursuant to the earlier agreement 
the cloture vote on the Dorgan amend-
ment occur at 1:30 p.m., to be followed 
by a cloture vote on S. 1541. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, the Senate 
will reconvene on Wednesday for a pe-
riod of morning business and then 
begin debate on the farm bill. Rollcall 
votes are not expected during Wednes-
day’s session. The Senate will then ad-
journ over until Thursday. 

On Thursday, at 11:45 a.m., there will 
be a joint meeting of both Houses to 
hear an address by the President of 
France, President Chirac. Members 
should be in the Senate Chamber at ap-
proximately 11:25 a.m. in order to pro-
ceed to the House of Representatives. 
Following that address, the Senate will 
then debate and conduct a cloture vote 
on the Dorgan amendment, as well as 
the farm bill itself. Also, the Senate 
could turn to any items that can be 
cleared for action. All Senators should 
be aware that rollcall votes are ex-
pected throughout Thursday’s session. 
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